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EPHRATA PUBLIC LIBRARY ONE OF 75 ORGANIZATIONS NATIONWIDE 

TO RECEIVE BIG READ GRANT FROM 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

 
Ephrata to read and celebrate “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien  

during Big Read project 
 

 
July 11, 2010—Ephrata, PA—Ephrata Public Library today announced that it has received a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts to host The Big Read. Ephrata Public Library is one of 75 not-for-profits—
including arts and cultural organizations; libraries; and universities—to receive a grant to host a Big Read 
project between September 2010 and June 2011. The Big Read gives communities the opportunity to come 
together to read, discuss, and celebrate one of 31 selections from U.S. and world literature. The Big Read in 
Ephrata will focus on “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien. Activities will take place September 13-
October 14.  
 
Since the 2006 pilot program with ten participating organizations, the NEA has given more than 800 grants to 
support local Big Read projects.  
 
“For the third year in a row, Ephrata Public Library, partnering with the Ephrata Area School District and over a 
dozen community organizations, is honored to be chosen as a Big Read community,” said Community Relations 
Manager, Penny Talbert. “Each year, we exceed our own expectations – and I’m sure this year will be no 
different.” 
 
“The arts in general – and literature, in particular – often serve as an expression of our shared values.  This is 
exactly why they are so effective as a fulcrum for community engagement,” said NEA Chairman Rocco 
Landesman.  “Thanks to these 75 grants, hundreds of thousands of Americans will be inspired, delighted and 
challenged by a book they are discovering for the first time, or an old favorite to which they are returning.” 

 
The selected organizations will receive Big Read grants ranging from $2,500 to $20,000 to promote and carry 
out community-based reading programs featuring activities such as read-a-thons, book discussions, lectures, 
movie screenings, and performing arts events. Participating communities also receive high-quality, free-of-
charge educational materials to supplement each title, including Reader’s, Teacher’s, and Audio Guides.  
 

-continued- 



“IMLS is proud to support The Big Read, a national program that brings communities together to read and 
discuss books,” said Marsha L. Semmel, acting director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
“Through this program, libraries and museums are playing critical roles in reading partnerships across the 
country.” 

Ephrata’s Big Read will launch with keynote speaker Tom Ridge on Monday, September 13. Tickets are free 
and will be available beginning August 1.  

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts designed to restore reading to the center of 
American culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. Support for The Big Read has been provided by the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, the Boeing Company, the Poetry Foundation, and the Ford Motor 
Company. 
 
For more information about Ephrata’s Big Read please visit www.thebigreadephrata.org. 
 
The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts—both new and established—
bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. Established by Congress in 1965 as an independent 
agency of the federal government, the Arts Endowment is the nation’s largest annual funder of the arts, bringing great art to all 50 
states, including rural areas, inner cities, and military bases. For more information, please visit www.arts.gov.  
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 17,500 
museums. The Institute’s mission is to create strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas. The Institute 
works at the national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to sustain heritage, culture, and knowledge; 
enhance learning and innovation; and support professional development. For more information, please visit www.imls.gov. 
Arts Midwest connects people throughout the Midwest and the world to meaningful arts opportunities, sharing creativity, knowledge, 
and understanding across boundaries. Arts Midwest connects the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state region of Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. One of six non-profit regional arts 
organizations in the United States, Arts Midwest’s history spans more than 25 years. For more information, please visit 
www.artsmidwest.org.  
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The Big Read Ephrata 2010 
 

What is The Big Read? 

 

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
designed to restore reading to the center of American culture. The NEA 
presents The Big Read in partnership with the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. The Big Read 
brings together partners across the country to encourage reading for 
pleasure and enlightenment. 

The Big Read answers a big need. Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary 
Reading in America, a 2004 report by the National Endowment for the 
Arts, found that not only is literary reading in America declining rapidly 
among all groups, but that the rate of decline has accelerated, especially 

among the young. The concerned citizen in search of good news about American literary culture 
would study the pages of this report in vain. 

The Big Read aims to address this crisis squarely and effectively. It provides citizens with the 
opportunity to read and discuss a single book within their communities. The initiative includes 
innovative reading programs in selected cities and towns, comprehensive resources for 
discussing classic literature, and an ambitious national publicity campaign. 

The NEA inaugurated The Big Read as a pilot project in 2006 with ten communities featuring 
four books. The Big Read continues to expand to include more communities and additional 
books. By June 2010, more than 800 grants will have been awarded to communities in the U.S. 
to host Big Reads since the program's 2007 national launch. 

Ephrata’s 2010 Big Read selection is "They Things They Carried" by Tim O'Brien. Information 
about The Big Read Ephrata can be found at www.thebigreadephrata.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About The Book... 
 

 

 

 
Tim O’Brien’s "The Things They Carried" 
(1990) is considered one of the finest books 
written about the Vietnam War. Merging memoir 
and fiction in interrelated stories, O’Brien 
examines the war from a variety of perspectives 
to make sense of his platoon’s experience. a 
narrator named “Tim O’Brien” recounts the 
plight of an isolated unit as they dodge sniper fire 
and their own misgivings, all while lugging 
memories of home through the jungles. O’Brien 
then undercuts the stories by claiming they never 
happened—challenging the book’s powerful 
sense of autobiographical authority. O’Brien’s 
unique storytelling style gets at the truth of war 
by mapping the emotional landscape of a 
battlefield without a front. The resulting book is 
brutal, sometimes funny, and always profound, 
presenting a new way of writing about war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Big Read Ephrata Launch 
Monday, September 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Featuring Tom Ridge 
Ephrata Business Center 

400 West Main Street, Ephrata 
Tickets are free and can be ordered from 

www.thebigreadephrata.org 
or picked up at the library 

 
 

 The Honorable Tom Ridge is the president and CEO of Ridge 
Global LLC. As the company's chief executive, he leads a team of 
international experts who help businesses and governments meet a range 
of strategic and operational needs, including risk management and global 
trade security, strategic business generation, technology integration, event 
security, crisis management, campus security and other issues that 
encompass a diverse portfolio. The author of The Test of Our Times: 
America Under Siege - And How We Can Be Safe Again (September 
2009), Ridge’s domestic and foreign policy credentials yield a unique 
insight into addressing the inextricable link between security and 
prosperity, and its positive effect in stabilizing regions around the world. 
 Following the tragic events of September 11th, 2001, Ridge became 
the first assistant to the President for Homeland Security and, on January 
24, 2003, he became the first secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. During his tenure, Ridge worked with more than 
180,000-plus employees from a combined 22 agencies to create an agency 
that facilitated the flow of people and goods, instituted layered security at 
air, land and seaports, developed a unified national response and recovery 
plan, protected critical infrastructure, integrated new technology and 
improved information sharing worldwide. Ridge served as secretary of 
this historic and critical endeavor until February 1, 2005. 

 Before the events of September 11th, Ridge was twice elected Governor of Pennsylvania. He served as the 
state’s 43rd governor from 1995 to 2001. Ridge's aggressive technology strategy helped fuel the state's 
advances in economic development, education, health care and the environment. 
Born August 26, 1945, Ridge earned a scholarship to Harvard, graduating with honors in 1967. After his first 
year at The Dickinson School of Law, he was drafted into the U.S. Army, where he served as an infantry staff 
sergeant in Vietnam, earning the Bronze Star for Valor, the Combat Infantry Badge and the Vietnamese Cross 
of Gallantry. After returning to Pennsylvania and to Dickinson, he earned his law degree and, later, became one 
of the first Vietnam combat veterans elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served six terms.
 An engaging and dynamic speaker, Ridge regularly addresses audiences throughout the world on issues 
such as security, terrorism, global engagement, leadership, technology and more. Additionally, he serves on 
public and private boards, including the Institute for Defense Analyses and the Center for the Study of the 
Presidency and Congress, and is currently the chairman of the National Organization on Disability and national 
co-chairman of the Flight 93 Memorial Fundraising Campaign. 

 



 

Tuesday, September 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Titus Peachey 

Reaching for Peace: The Story of a  
Conscientious Objector in Vietnam 

 
 

Titus Peachey will describe his own 
experience as a conscientious objector in 
Vietnam during the war, using journal entries 
and excerpts from letters home to document 
what became a powerful life-shaping period 
in his life. Mr. Peachey is the Director of 
Peace Education for Mennonite Central 
Committee U.S. in Akron, PA. He served 3 
years in Vietnam as a conscientious objector 
from 1970-1973. During that time he taught 
English classes to high school and university 
students in Saigon. He also spent several 
months working in a tribal village in the 

Central Highlands near the end of his time there.  He traveled extensively 
throughout the country and learned to speak Vietnamese. While in Vietnam he 
served under the auspices of Eastern Mennonite Missions. From 1980-1985,Titus 
and his wife Linda worked as country directors for MCC's program in Laos, which 
was heavily bombed by the U.S. during the Vietnam War period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, September 20, 6 p.m. 
Screening of the Documentary "The Camden 28" 

by Anthony Giacchino 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Camden 28 members Gene Dixon (far right), Milo Billman and Mike Giocondo march at a local rally in Camden. 
 

Photo courtesy of The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
 
How far would you go to stop a war? "The Camden 28" recalls a 1971 raid on a 
Camden, N.J., draft board office by "Catholic Left" activists protesting the Vietnam 
War and its effects on urban America. Arrested on site in a clearly planned sting, 
the protesters included four Catholic priests, a Lutheran minister, and 23 others. 
"The Camden 28" reveals the story behind the arrests — a provocative tale of 
government intrigue and personal betrayal — and the ensuing legal battle, which 
Supreme Court Justice William Brennan called "one of the great trials of the 20th 
century." Thirty-five years later, the participants take stock of the motives, fears, 
and costs of their activism — and its relevance to America today. 

 
This event is a collaboration with P.O.V., PBS' award-winning nonfiction film series. 

 



 
Thursday, September 23, 6:30 p.m. 

H. Bruce Franklin, Ph.D. 
The Antiwar Movement We're Not Supposed 

to Know About 
 

The true history of the movement against America's war in Vietnam is crucial to 
understand the history of that war itself.  It would also help us finding a way out of 
our current endless wars.  But our society's memory of the antiwar movement today 
consists mainly of fantasies, myths, and falsification.  Above all we need to unearth 
the crucial roles of veterans and active duty servicepeople in leading that movement 
and ending the war.  

One of America's leading cultural historians, H. Bruce 
Franklin is the author or editor of nineteen books and 
more than 300 articles on culture and history published 
in more than a hundred major magazines and 
newspapers, academic journals, and reference works. He 
has given over five hundred addresses on college 
campuses, on radio and TV shows, and at academic 
conferences, museums, and libraries, and he has 
participated in making four films. He has taught at 
Stanford University, Johns Hopkins, Wesleyan, and Yale 
and currently is the John Cotton Dana Professor of 
English and American Studies at Rutgers University in 
Newark. Before becoming an academic, Franklin worked 
in factories, was a tugboat mate and deckhand, and flew 

for three years in the United States Air Force as a Strategic Air Command navigator 
and intelligence officer. 

Franklin has published continually on the history and literature of the Vietnam War 
since 1966, when he became widely known for his activist opposition to the war. 
His pioneering course on the war and his book "M.I.A. Or Mythmaking in 
America" have had a major national impact, and he is co-editor of the widely-
adopted history text "Vietnam and America: A Documented History."  "Vietnam 
and Other American Fantasies" offers a sweeping vision of American culture into 
the 21st century. 

 



Monday, September 27, 6 p.m. 
Lieutenant General Ronald R. Blanck (Retired), DO 

A Battalion Surgeon Remembers… 
 

An Ephrata native, Dr. Blanck began his military career 
in 1968 as a medical officer and battalion surgeon in 
Vietnam. He retired 32 years later as a Lieutenant 
General and Surgeon General of the U.S. Army and 
commander of the U.S. Army Medical Command -- 
with more than 46,000 military personnel and 26,000 
civilian employees throughout the world. In his talk, Dr. 
Blanck will discuss some of the day to day activities in 
an artillery battalion and compare some of the medical 
practices then and now. 

During his distinguished military career, Dr. Blanck 
also served as commander of Walter Reed Medical Center North Atlantic Region 
Medical Command and director of professional services and chief of Medical Corps 
Affairs for the U.S. Army Surgeon General. Other assignments included assistant 
chief of the General Medicine Service in the Department of Medicine at Walter 
Reed, assistant dean of student affairs at the Uniformed Services University School 
of Medicine and chief of the Department of Medicine at Brooke Army Medical 
Center. His academic credentials include teaching positions at Georgetown 
University, George Washington University, Howard University School of 
Medicine, The Uniformed Services University, the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio and the University of North Texas Health Science 
Center Dr. Blanck’s military honors include Distinguished Service Medals, the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star and 
Meritorious Service and Army Commendation Medals. Dr. Blanck continues to be 
consulted as an advisor on bioterrorism issues and an expert in preparing the 
medical community to respond to mass casualty incidents or those involving 
weapons of mass destruction. In addition to his many speaking engagements and 
advisory positions, he now chaired task forces on bioterrorism for both the Texas 
Medical Association and the American Osteopathic Association. 

 
 
 
 



Wednesday, September 29, 6 p.m. 
Screening of the Documentary "The Betrayal" 

by Ellen Kuras and Thavisouk Phrasavath 
 

 
 

Refugee camp photograph of Orady, Thavisouk, and Sethy Phrasavath 1980 
 

From “The Betrayal,” by Ellen Kuras and Thavisouk Phrasavath 
 
Filmed over 23 years, "The Betrayal" is the Academy Award-nominated directorial 
debut of renowned cinematographer Ellen Kuras in a unique collaboration with the 
film's subject and co-director, Thavisouk ("Thavi") Phrasavath. After the U.S. 
government waged a secret war in Laos during the Vietnam War, Thavi's father and 
thousands of other Laotians who had fought alongside American forces were 
abandoned and left to face imprisonment or execution. Hoping to find safety, 
Thavi's family made a harrowing escape to America, where they discovered a 
different kind of war. Weaving ancient prophecy with personal testimony and 
stunning imagery, "The Betrayal" is a story of survival and the resilient bonds of 
family. A Diverse Voices Project co-production with support from the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting (CPB); funded in part by the Center for Asian American 
Media (CAAM). An Official Selection of the 2008 Sundance Film Festival. 
 

 
This event is a collaboration with P.O.V., PBS' award-winning nonfiction film series 

 
 

 



Monday, October 4, 6 p.m. 
Screening of the Documentary "The Most Dangerous Man in 

America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers" 
by Judith Ehrlich and Rick Goldsmith 

 
Henry Kissinger and Richard Nixon 

 
Courtesy Air Force Magazine 

 
In 1971, Daniel Ellsberg, a leading Vietnam War strategist, concludes that 
America’s role in the war is based on decades of lies. He leaks 7,000 pages of top-
secret documents to The New York Times, a daring act of conscience that leads 
directly to Watergate, President Nixon’s resignation and the end of the Vietnam 
War. Ellsberg and a who’s-who of Vietnam-era movers and shakers give a riveting 
account of those world-changing events in POV’s “The Most Dangerous Man in 
America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers.”  

 
This event is a collaboration with P.O.V., PBS' award-winning nonfiction film series. 

 



Other Events 
 

Public Book Discussions 
 Wednesday, September 15, 6 p.m. 
 Tuesday, September 21, 6 p.m. (Vietnam Veteran Panel Discussion) 
 Tuesday, September 28, 6 p.m. 
 Tuesday, October 5, 12 noon 
 
Card Making For Soldiers 

Tuesday, October 5, 5-8 p.m. - Drop-by craft program for all ages.  
 

Vietnam War Film Festival 
 Saturday, September 18, 1 p.m. - “Good Morning Vietnam”  
 Saturday, September 25, 1 p.m. – “Forrest Gump” 
 Saturday, October 2, 1 p.m. – “Coming Home” 
 
Big Read Ephrata Oral History Project 
 Interviews take place throughout September and October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


